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CATEGORY: Culture and the Arts, individuals 
ACTIVITY: Artist 
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COLLECTION: 

4.5 metres (30 archive boxes + one wooden box) 

  
DATE OF 
TRANSFER: 
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HISTORICAL 
NOTE: 

Norman Macgeorge was born in Adelaide on 8 July 1872, the son of a 
prosperous draper. He studied art at the Adelaide School of Design and 
the National Gallery School in Melbourne and then taught drawing at 
Wesley College, 1902-1906, the Melbourne Teachers’ College and 
Melbourne Church of England Grammar, 1902-32. He married May 
Ina Hepburn on 25 Jan 1911, the granddaughter of pioneering 
pastoralist, Capt. John Hepburn. In the same year, the Macgeorges 
engaged Harold Desbrowe Annear to design them a house at the 
junction of the Yarra River and Darebin Creek, Ivanhoe. They lived in 
the house for the rest of their lives and the location provided the 
scenery for many of Norman’s paintings.  
Macgeorge painted lyrical landscapes but was also interested in the 
modern art movements of Europe. He was active in art education and 
gave regular lectures at the National Gallery and to university 
extension classes, wrote art reviews for the Melbourne Herald, 
exhibited his works and, in 1938, helped establish the Contemporary 
Art Society. He published two works, The Borovansky Ballet in 
Australia and New Zealand (1946) and The arts in Australia (1948). 
He died on 2 Sept 1952. May Macgeorge died in 1970. 

DESCRIPTION: See series list below. Of particular significance are Norman 
Macgeorge’s writing on art, family correspondence from the 
Macgeorge and Hepburn families and photographs. 

  
NOTE ON 
LISTING: 

The collection has been listed to file level only. The series numbering 
indicates series no./file no. 

  
LISTED BY: Jane Ellen 
DATE: 8 December 2003 
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Collection: Norman Macgeorge    Accession: 75/111 
 
Box 
No 

Series 
No 

Description Dates 

 
 
 
 
    
Box 
 

Series 
no. 

Series List: Date range 

1 1 Norman Macgeorge’s art  
2 - 3 2 May Macgeorge’s dairies and notebooks 1901 - 1970 
4 - 5 3 Financial  
6 -15 4 Correspondence  
16 5 Clubs and Societies 1931 - 1970 
16, 18 6 Hepburn family and Smeaton  
5 & 
28 

7 Miscellaneous documents  

16-17 8 Artefacts    [also housed in small wooden trunk]  
16 9 Scrapbook >1860 
19 10 Illustrations  
20 11 Theatre programmes  
21-22 12 Guidebooks, maps and postcards  
27-28 13 Artwork  
29 14 Fabrics  
24-26 15 Publications  
24 16 Art exhibition catalogues 1920s – 1960s 
 17 Plans [housed in Plan cabinets – set 10, drawer 15]  
30 18 Glass slides  
23 19 Photographs  [housed with Photograph collections]  
    
  Periodicals   [as at 29/1/2004 possibly to be transferred to 

‘FairyHills’] U3/6-8 
 

  Printing blocks  [to be deaccessioned] L10/7 & L70/54  
    
1 1 NORMAN MACGEORGE’S ART  
1 1/1 Notebooks:  

[3 notebooks containing notes made on visits to European 
art galleries: one notebook each for England, France and 
Italy]. 

1930 

    
1 1/2 Notes from overseas travel. 

[Hand-written notes in pencil and ink. Although mostly 
undated, the source of the notes is the European trip made 
by the Macgeorges in 1930]. 

 

    
1 1/3A Reminiscences. 

[44 double-sided pages of Norman Macgeorge’s hand-
written reminiscences. They are written in faint pencil]. 

nd 
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Collection: Norman Macgeorge    Accession: 75/111 
 
Box 
No 

Series 
No 

Description Dates 

 
1 1/3B Annotated copy of NM’s reminiscences. 

[Hand-written copy by Lucy Kerley, an art student at the 
Victorian College of the Arts, includes her comments, 
notes and explications. [Photocopy of original]] 

1979 

    
1 1/4 Miscellaneous notes for Norman Macgeorge’s lectures on 

art 
nd 

    
1 1/5 Notes and illustrations for lecture, ‘On furniture.’ nd 
    
1 1/6 Notes and illustrations for lecture, ‘Some famous women 

in art.’ 
nd 

    
1 1/7 Announcements to and programmes for Norman 

Macgeorge’s lectures on art 
1925 – c. 1939 

    
1 1/8 Catalogues of Norman Macgeorge’s solo and group 

exhibitions 
c. 1919 - 1970 

    
1 1/9 Newscuttings : items written by Norman Macgeorge, incl 

copy of Art in Australia 
[Note Norman Macgeorge wrote regular art reviews for 
The Herald.]  

1930 – 1940s 

    
1 1/10 Newscuttings : Reviews by others of Norman Macgeorge‘s 

exhibitions and books. 
1930s – 1940s 

    
1 1/11 Newscuttings : miscellaneous articles on art and artists 

compiled and retained by Norman Macgeorge. 
various 

    
2 2 MAY MacGEORGE’S DIARIES AND NOTEBOOKS 1901 - 1970 
   

Note: The series covers diaries, address and notebooks. 
The diaries are commercially produced ones; variously in 
A4, A3, and sizes in between, and pocket diary sizes. The 
layout is usually of the 3 or 4 entries per page format. The 
diaries vary in content length from having detailed entries, 
as for example when the author was overseas, to being 
little more than appointment diaries and only listing 
engagements. They record events and activities rather than 
thoughts and reflections. While some of the entries are in 
ink, most are in faint and faded pencil and close to 
illegible. The listing below distinguishes between pocket 
and larger diaries to 
 

 

2 2 Diary, written as May Hepburn on trip to England for 
coronation of Edward VII 

nd, c.1900 
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Collection: Norman Macgeorge    Accession: 75/111 
 
Box 
No 

Series 
No 

Description Dates 

 
2 2 Diaries 1915, 1916 – 

1918, 1925, 
1927, 1931, 
1935, 1936, 
1942, 1946, 
1947, 1950, 
1951, 1954 – 
56, 1963, 1963, 
1968, 1970  

2 2 Diary, beginning ‘Friday 3rd Feb. Arrived...at Naples.’ nd 
2 2 Pocket diaries 1902, 1905, 

1906, 1919, 
1920, 1925, 
1926, 1931, 
1934, 1936, 
1939 – 41, 1943 
– 47, 1951, 
1958, 1958 

3 2 Address Books And Notebooks nd 
    
  Note Generally the notebooks are empty, some completely 

so, but most have several pages of notes or jottings at the 
beginning. Subjects cover a range of things – notes on 
artists, books to read, lists, household expenditure. The 
address books are full of names and addresses and are 
well-worn, indicating years of usage. 

 

3 2 Six address books nd 
3 2 Nineteen notebooks nd 
    
4-5 3 FINANCIAL 

This series also includes material from the Hepburn family. 
 

 3/1 Household Accounts for ‘Fairy Hills’, Ivanhoe  
4 3/1/1 Invoices and receipts    1910 - 1919 
4 3/1/2 Invoices and receipts    1920s & 1930s 
4 3/1/3 Invoices and receipts    1940s 
4 3/1/4 Invoices and receipts    1950s 
4 3/1/5 Invoices and receipts    1960s & 1970s 
4 3/1/6 Accounts book of expenditures in building and furnishing 

house in Ivanhoe 
1911 - 1928 

4 3/1/7 Accounts book of daily expenditures c.1911 - 1940 
4 3/1/8 Re ‘Rotherwood’, Ivanhoe: correspondence and inventory 

of furniture and household goods. [Note:  The Macgeorges 
rented  ‘Rotherwood’ while their own house was being 
built]. 

1911 

4 3/1/9 Travel receipts and ephemera from the Macgeorge’s trip to 
England and Europe 

1930 

4 3/1/10 May Macgeorge : cheque and bank books  1908 - 1912 
4 3/1/11 May Macgeorge : cheque book stubs 1945 - 1952 
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Collection: Norman Macgeorge    Accession: 75/111 
 
Box 
No 

Series 
No 

Description Dates 

 
4 3/1/12 May Macgeorge : cheque book stubs 1956 - 1960 
4 3/1/13 May Macgeorge : cheque book stubs 1961 - 1967 
    
5 3/2 Investments And Legacies 

Note: Both May and Norman Macgeorge received their 
income from investments in property and shares. The 
statements below provide details of their  investments. 
They were also apparently looking after the property 
investments of May’s sister, Elaine Hepburn, who from 
1939 until her death in 1957 lived in England. 
Arrangement note : The statements below were originally 
left in their envelopes. The first three files below have been 
removed from envelopes, straightened out and sorted into 
individual files for their recipients, whilst the fourth file 
has been left in its original order. 

 

5 3/2/1 Norman Macgeorge : income statements on rental 
properties. Incomplete.   

1946 - 1951 

5 3/2/2 May Macgeorge : income statements on rental properties. c.1950 - 1954 
5 3/2/3 Elaine Hepburn : income statements on rental properties. c.1950 - 1953 
5 3/2/4 Norman and May Macgeorge, and Elaine Hepburn : 

income statements on rental properties. 
1940s 

5 3/2/5 May Macgeorge : Income statements from Perpetual 
Trustees 

1940s – 1960s 

5 3/2/6 May Macgeorge : Account statements from the National 
Bank of Australasia 

1945 - 1963 

5 3/2/7 Hepburn family : Income statements from Perpetual 
Trustees 

1906 - 1922 

5 3/2/8 Annual investment statements from Perpetual Trustees for 
May Macgeorge, the estate of JS Hepburn and Peggy 
Purey-Cust 

1911 - 1964 

5 3/2/9 May Macgeorge : Solicitors’ letters and accounts re 
legacies from the estates of Jane Maillard and Robert 
Hepburn Butterworth 

1928 - 1942 

5 3/2/10 George Stanley Hepburn’s estate. 
Incl will, solicitors’ letters and statement of accounts 

1937 - 1940 

5 3/2/11 George Stanley Hepburn : miscellaneous receipts, cheque 
books  and account book. 

1902 - 1909 

    
6 - 14 4/1 – 

4/115 
CORRESPONDENCE 
Note  Most of the correspondence is between the members 
of May Macgeorge’s family, one branch of which lived in 
London. The relationship of the principal correspondents to 
Norman and May Macgeorge is noted below.  
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Collection: Norman Macgeorge    Accession: 75/111 
 
Box 
No 

Series 
No 

Description Dates 

 
  Arrangement note   Most envelopes have been removed 

and postal date has been pencilled in if letter is undated. 
Envelope has been retained and attached to letter when 
postal date has not been discernible by archivist. Unless 
otherwise stated, each one line description below 
represents one file of letters. 

 

    
6 4/1 -    

4/14 
Norman Macgeorge  1910 - 1936 

6 4/1 40 letters to May Hepburn 
 
One letter to Mrs Harriet Hepburn 

11 May - 29 
Sep 1910 
26 Sep 1910 

6 4/2 11 letters to May Hepburn 3 Oct – 28 Oct 
1910 

6 4/3 18 letters  to May Macgeorge  1 Nov – 29 Nov 
1910 

6 4/4 6 letters to May Macgeorge   12 Jan - 31 Dec 
1913 

6 4/5 22 letters to May Macgeorge   1 Jan – 27 Jan 
1914  

6 4/6 32 letters to May Macgeorge  
 

3 Feb – 11 Mar 
1914 

6 4/7 30 letters to May Macgeorge   13 Mar 1914 – 
24 Jun 1914 

6 4/8 23 letters to May Macgeorge  25 Jun – 31 Jul 
1914 

6 4/9 24 letters to May Macgeorge  2 Aug – 24 Sep 
1914 

6 4/10 28 letters to May Macgeorge  1916, 1918, 
1919, 1920, 
1927, 1928, 
1930,1936 

6 4/11 9 letters to Elaine Hepburn & one letter to Peggy Purey-
Cust  

1930 & nd 

    
6 4/12 Macgeorge family, Inwards and outwards : [One file] 

 
c.1872 – 1948 
 
 

6  One letter to Mrs Macgeorge from Julie Dyke  c.1872 
6  One letter to NM  from Alexander Macgeorge  [father] 1908 
6  5 letters to NM from Rachel Macgeorge [mother] 1910 
6  2 letters to NM from Ethel Macgeorge  [sister] 1910 & 1948 
6  Telegram from Alick Macgeorge [brother] 1914 
6  Statement by Norman Macgeorge re a loan to brother 

Alick 
1917 

6  One letter from Norman Macgeorge to Rachel Macgeorge  undated 
6  Letter from Peter Macgeorge [nephew] c. 1944 
6  Letter from Kenneth Milne [nephew] 2 Jun 1952 
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Collection: Norman Macgeorge    Accession: 75/111 
 
Box 
No 

Series 
No 

Description Dates 

 
  2 letters 1949 & 1952 
    
6 4/13 Miscellaneous outwards: c. 1930 - 1950 
  One letter to Stanley Coe Picture Gallery, Melb. 10 Jul 1950 
  2 letters to unidentified correspondents, one is written from 

Sicily 
 
1930 

  One letter (front page missing) apparently as letter-to the-
editor of unidentified newspaper 

undated 

6 4/14 Norman Macgeorge: miscellaneous inwards 
correspondence [One file]:  
Note  One letter per correspondent unless otherwise  
indicated in brackets;  letters are in alphabetical order; 
undated correspondence is filed at the end.  

1914 – 1951 
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Collection: Norman Macgeorge    Accession: 75/111 
 
Box 
No 

Series 
No 

Description Dates 

 
6 4/14 Correspondents are : 

David Adam                                    
Mary Cecil Allen (2) 
JW Baty 
Jean Campbell 
Helena Cass 
Sir Sydney Cockerill  (4) 
Charles H. Crampton 
Alex Crawford 
Lance Duffield 
Ruby Dugan 
Brian Finemore 
Frank D. Hales  (4) 
AT James     ‘Braemar’ Woodend 
Alexander Leeper 
Daryl Lindsay 
Lionel Lindsay 
H.H. Lovett   Magazine editor, The Argus 
Madge Lynch    Borovansky’s Ballet Academy, Melbourne 
Helene Kirsova     Kirsova Ballet, Sydney 
Norman McLeod 
‘Aunt Maggie’  
John Mumford 
Edward C. Officer 
George Paton,  Vice-Chancellor, Univ. of Melbourne  (2) 
RD Riley 
Paul Rosenberg      Paris 
G. Scherma 
R. Simmonds     editor, The Herald 
Robert Barr Smith  (2) 
Joanna Barr Smith   (5) 
Earl of Stradbroke 
Rev. P.N.W. Strong,   Bishop of New Guinea 
SD Thompson    Workers’ Educational Association 
W. B.  Tunbright?   David Syme & Co. 
Dr Albert Weigall 
Oswald Ziegler 
5 unidentified letters and/or fragments and one unidentified 
postcard 

 

    
7 4/15 – 

4/25 
May Macgeorge : Outwards correspondence:  1910 -  1949 

7 4/15 44 letters to Norman 
One letter to Mrs Rachel Macgeorge 

May – Nov 
1910 
27 Jun 1910 

7 4/16 39 letters to Norman  Dec 1913 –  
Mar 1914 

7 4/17 22 letters to Norman Sep 1920 –  
Mar 1937 
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Collection: Norman Macgeorge    Accession: 75/111 
 
Box 
No 

Series 
No 

Description Dates 

 
7 4/18 7 fragments and/or undated to Norman  
    
7 4/19 May to her parents, George and Harriet Hepburn: 

8 letters (and one copy) and one postcard.  
Apart from one letter, dated 1902, the rest of the letters are 
addressed only to Mrs Harriet Hepburn. Five letters from 
1905 are written from the Nordrach Colonie, Germany, 
where May was being treated for TB. 

1902 – 1913 

    
7 4/20 May to Elaine Hepburn:  
  25 letters and 3 postcards 1905 – c.1937 
    
 4/21 May to Alice and Herbert Purey-Cust: 

2 letters to Herbert Purey-Cust  
 
3 letters to Alice Purey-Cust   

 
28 Oct 1905 & 
28 Feb 1906 
1905 - 1945 

    
7 4/22 May to and from Stuart Hepburn: 

2 letters from May to Stuart 
 
3 letters from Stuart to May 

 
14 May 1903 & 
20 Aug 1903 
1907 - 1910 

    
7 4/23 May to Peggy Purey-Cust: 

2 letters 
 
undated 

    
7 4/24 May Macgeorge: miscellaneous outwards [One file]:  

Note  Letters were either unsent, returned as wrongly 
addressed or are draft copies. 
Recipients incl: 
Miss Bryson 
Mrs JG(?) Campbell 
‘Edie’     1905 
Doreen Gilpin 
‘Lynn’    1945 
The Mayor of Heidelberg City 
Donald Meiklejohn 
Prof. George Paton  
‘Mrs Roberts’ 
Maude Turnbull 
15 pages of drafts and/or fragments of correspondence. 

1905 – 1949 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Undated 

    
7 4/25 May Macgeorge : Letters to newspapers: 

10 letters to the editors of The Age, The Argus and The 
Herald [all undated except for two]. 

1937 & 1945 

    
  N.B. May Macgeorge’s inwards correspondence listed 

below. 
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Collection: Norman Macgeorge    Accession: 75/111 
 
Box 
No 

Series 
No 

Description Dates 

 
8 4/26 – 

4/29 
Mrs Harriet Hepburn, inwards and outwards 
correspondence: 

1856 - 1919 

8 4/26 One letter to her parents 10 Jun 1856 
8 4/27 20 letters to May Macgeorge  1907 – c.1919 
8 4/28 4 letters to Norman Macgeorge  c.1913 - 1914 
8 4/29 One letter each from Emma Purey-Cust, sister Vic, Annette 

Bear and Frances Stringer (nee Wheatley); one Christmas 
card from the Dean of York 

c. 1882 - 1918 

    
8 4/30 – 

4/63 
Alice Purey-Cust 
Note Alice Ellen Purey-Cust was May Macgeorge’s older 
married sister, who lived in London with her husband, 
Admiral Sir Herbert Purey-Cust* and their children, Arthur 
John  (‘Jack’) and daughter, Marjorie, (‘Peggy’). She wrote 
weekly to her sisters, May and Elaine Hepburn and as 
Elaine lived with the Macgeorge’s after the death of their 
mother, many of the letters are addressed jointly to May 
and Elaine (familiarly known as ‘Page’). They have been 
filed separately by the first person named in the greeting as 
this reflects to whom the letter was addressed on the 
envelope.  
[*For a list of guests and presents received at the Purey-
Cust’s wedding in 1895, see Box 5, File 7/6 in 
Miscellaneous Documents & Ephemera]. 
Arrangement note: The letters are arranged 
chronologically. Any undated letters have had the postal 
date penciled in by the archivist when there has been an 
envelope attached. Envelopes have then been discarded. 
Undated letters that had no envelopes have been filed at the 
end of each folder.  

 

8 4/30 - 
49 

Alice Purey-Cust to May Macgeorge:   

8 4/30 7 letters and 6 postcards 1905 - 1913 
8 4/31 11 letters  1914 
8 4/32 12 letters  1915 - 1916 
8 4/33 14 letters and one postcard 1917 
8 4/34 18 letters  1918 
8 4/35 10 letters  1919 - 1920 
8 4/36 16 letters  1921 - 1923 
8 4/37 14 letters  [one letter, 1926, torn in half] 1924 - 1927 
8 4/38 18 letters and one telegram 1928 - 1931 
8 4/39 23 letters and one card 1932 - 1933 
8 4/40 20 letters 1934 
8 4/41 20 letters and 2 cards 1935 
8 4/42 20 letters 1936 
9 4/43 47 letters and one fragment 1937 
9 4/44 32 letters and one telegram 1938 
9 4/45 22 letters and 3 postcards  1939 
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Collection: Norman Macgeorge    Accession: 75/111 
 
Box 
No 

Series 
No 

Description Dates 

 
9 4/46 26 letters  1940 
9 4/47 24 letters, one postcard and one telegram 1941 – 1942 
9 4/48 32 letters  1943 – 25 Oct 

1948 
9 4/49 Undated and/or fragments of letters  
    
9-10 4/50 - 

58 
Alice Purey-Cust to Elaine Hepburn :   

9 4/50 31 letters  1906, 1917, 
1922 - 1929 

9 4/51 20 letters  1930 – 1931 
9 4/52 26 letters and one postcard 1932 – 1933 
9 4/53 19 letters and one postcard 1934 
10 4/54 23 letters  1935 
10 4/55 23 letters 1936 
10 4/56 32 letters  1937 
10 4/57 21 letters and 2 postcards  1938 
10 4/58 Undated and/or fragments of letters   
    
 4/59 - Alice Purey-Cust to her mother, Mrs Harriet Hepburn:  
10 4/59 5 letters  1906 - 1907 
10 4/60 19  letters and one postcard 1913 -1916 
10 4/61 43 letters 1917 - 1919 
10 4/62 43 letters 1920 - 1923 
    
  Alice Purey-Cust to Norman Macgeorge:  
10 4/63 6 letters 1918 – c.1940 
10    
10 4/64 One letter to Alice from Arthur Purey-Cust, Dean of York 13 Jun 1895 
    
10 4/65 Arthur John (‘Jack’) Purey-Cust : Outward 

correspondence:  
1906 - 1916 

  Note: Born 1897 d. October 17, 1917 on the HMS 
Strongbow, he was the son of Herbert and Alice Purey-
Cust and the nephew of May and Norman Macgeorge. 
Letters are arranged chronologically. 

 

10 4/65 24 letters to Herbert and Alice Purey-Cust, Mrs Harriet 
Hepburn, May Macgeorge  and Elaine Hepburn. 
Also, a booklet, ‘In Memoriam Arthur John Purey-Cust’, 
giving an account of the loss of HMS Strongbow. 

1906 – 1917 
 
 
 
c.1919 

    
10 4/66 Herbert Purey-Cust : Outward correspondence: 1895 - 1937 
  Note  Admiral Sir Herbert Edward Purey-Cust married 

Alice Hepburn in 1895; his father, Arthur Purey-Cust, was 
the Dean of York. Died 1937. 
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Collection: Norman Macgeorge    Accession: 75/111 
 
Box 
No 

Series 
No 

Description Dates 

 
10 4/66 2 letters to Mrs Harriet Hepburn 

13 letters from HE Purey-Cust to May 
One letter to Elaine Hepburn 
2 letters to Norman 

1895 - 1896 
1905 – 1936 
23 Jul 1917 
1930 - 1937 

    
    
11 4/67 – 

4/79 
Elaine Hepburn : Outwards correspondence:  
Note  Elaine Hepburn (1875 – 1957) was the middle sister 
between Alice Purey-Cust and May Macgeorge. She didn’t 
marry and after the death of their mother lived with May 
and Norman in Ivanhoe. In the late 1930s she moved to 
England and remained there until her death in 1957. 
Arrangement note: All extant envelopes have been 
discarded except when they are addressed to somewhere 
other than the Macgeorge’s home in Ivanhoe, or when they 
bear some supporting information, such as when they have 
been opened by the war-time censor. 

1896 - 1950 

    
  Elaine Hepburn to Norman Macgeorge:  
11 4/67 4 letters  1940 - 1943 
    
  Elaine Hepburn to May Macgeorge:  
11 4/68 2 letters  1917 & 1919 
11 4/69 5 letters  Sep –  Oct 1930  
11 4/70 32 letters   1939 
11 4/71 36 letters   Jan –  Dec 

1940 
11 4/72 26 letters  Jan –  Nov 1941
11 4/73 19 letters  1942 
11 4/74 22 letters  1943 
11 4/75 3 letters  1949 & 1950 
11 4/76 One letter  undated 
    
11  Elaine Hepburn, inwards and outwards 

correspondence with her parents: 
1896 - 1912 

11 4/77 2 letters to Mrs Harriet Hepburn 17 Sep 1906 & 
11 Jul 1910 

 4/78 3 letters and one card from George and Harriet Hepburn 1896 - 1906 
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Collection: Norman Macgeorge    Accession: 75/111 
 
Box 
No 

Series 
No 

Description Dates 

 
11 4/79 Elaine Hepburn: general inwards correspondence: 

Correspondents include: 
Cousie Bear 
Isobel Chirnside 
‘Min’      ‘Kulikupp’, Upper Blackwood, W.A. 
Arthur Purey-Cust, Dean of York 
Emma Purey Cust 
Staniforth Smith 
Grandfather Wheatley 
Lilian White 
[Most of the correspondence is undated]. 

1886 – c.1931 

    
11 - 
12 

4/80 – 
4/85 

George Stanley Hepburn : Outwards correspondence:  
Note  George Stanley Hepburn (1882 – 1937) was May 
Macgeorge’s twin brother, a mining engineer whose work 
took him to North and East Africa and Central and South 
America.  
See a detailed list of the George Stanley Hepburn 
component of the Macgeorge collection  in Appendix 1 

1905 - 1936 

    
11 4/80 37 letters to May c.1905 - 1935 
11 4/81 51 letters to Mrs Harriet Hepburn 1905 - 1920 
11 4/82 4 letters to Herbert Purey-Cust 1911 - 1925 
12 4/83 71 letters to Alice Purey-Cust 1905 - 1936 
12 4/84 7 letters to Elaine Hepburn 1923 - 1935 
12 4/85 5 letters to Peggy Purey-Cust 1925 - 1936 
    
12  

 
 
 
4/86 

Correspondence re the illness and death of George 
Stanley Hepburn. 
[Note: GS Hepburn died of pneumonia on January 2,1937 
in Nigeria.] 
12 Letters from GS Hepburn’s employers to Alice Purey-
Cust incl a copy of the death certificate, a tribute by an 
unknown author (2pp.), and an account of GSH’s sickness 
and death by a colleague transcribed by Alice Purey-Cust 
and sent to May Macgeorge.  

30 Dec 1936 – 
30 Mar 1937 

    
12 4/87 37 letters of condolence to Alice Purey-Cust on the death 

of George S Hepburn 
1937 

12 Trs to 
misc 
series 

  
 
 

12  Mrs Rachel Macgeorge : Inwards correspondence [One 
file]. 

Mar – Jul, 1914 
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Collection: Norman Macgeorge    Accession: 75/111 
 
Box 
No 

Series 
No 

Description Dates 

 
 4/88 21 letters recived on the occasion of her receiving a fall 

and spending time in hospital. Correspondents incl her 
sister, Maggie, brother, John, daughter, Ethel, niece, 
Rachel, daughter-in-law, May Macgeorge, Mrs Harriet 
Hepburn and friend, Joanna Barr Smith. 

 

    
    
12  Peggy Purey-Cust : Outwards correspondence   
  Note  Marjorie ‘Peggy’ Purey-Cust was born in October 

1905. She didn’t marry and after the death of her mother 
and aunt Elaine, she moved to Australia in 1964, living 
with May Macgeorge until May’s death in 1970. She 
returned to England in 1971. [Year sent taken from 
envelope and pencilled in by archivist]. 

 

12 4/89 3 letters to Alice Purey-Cust 
One letter to Mrs Harriet Hepburn 
One letter to Norman 
15 letters to Elaine Hepburn. [several are undated] 
One letter and one postcard to May 
 

Undated, c. 
1917 
undated, c.1917 
10 Mar 1939 
c.1930 – c.1938 
1938 & 1960 

 4/90 49 letters and one postcard from Peggy Purey-Cust    1912 - 1960 
    
12  Peggy Purey-Cust : Inwards correspondence   
12 4/91 Miscellaneous correspondence received by Peggy Purey-

Cust during her period in Australia.  
1964 – 1971 

    
12 4/92 Miscellaneous correspondence received by Alice Purey-

Cust. [One file] 
>1895  

    
13 4/93 & 

4/94 
Incomplete correspondence.  
Letters with pages missing; some of the correspondents are 
family members (e.g. Alice Purey-Cust) but usually 
correspondents and dates are unknown.  [2 files] 

 

    
13  May Macgeorge’s inwards correspondence:   
13 4/95 27 letters from Joanna Barr Smith 1914 - 1919 
13 4/96 43 letters from Gertrude F. Biggs (nee Geoghegan) 1905 - 1962 
13 4/97 32 letters from Lilian Rawlinson (nee Devlin) 

Incl biographical note by May Macgeorge & 
commemorative wedding napkin. 

c.1905 – c.1939 

13 4/98 15 letters and 5 postcards from August v. Schulthess 1914 - 1963 
13 4/99 14 letters and one postcard from Celeste White 1908 - c. 1915 
13 4/100 11 letters to May from her aunts and uncle 1906 - 1918 
13 4/101 Letters re domestic help 1912 - 1918 
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Collection: Norman Macgeorge    Accession: 75/111 
 
Box 
No 

Series 
No 

Description Dates 

 
14 4/102– 

4/110 
May Macgeorge: General inwards correspondence 
Note  One letter per correspondent unless otherwise 
indicated in brackets; correspondence filed alphabetically. 
Envelopes have been retained when the address is other 
than Fairy Hills, Ivanhoe, in order to indicate May’s 
whereabouts. Some of the correspondents  (Maude 
Simpson, Dr Otto Walther, ‘The Babe’ (aka ‘Isak’) were 
fellow patients in the Nordrach Colonie, Germany, the TB 
sanatorium where May received treatment in 1906. 

 

    
14 4/102 Miscellaneous letters ‘A – B’  [One file]: 

Irene Affleck 
Viola Allen  (9) 
Sapper T. Allen 
Bailey Altman 
Miss A. Anderson     20 Jolimont Tce, East Melbourne 
Marj Barker 
A.H.G. Barren (?)    Harkaway       
‘Baba’     Albert St, East Melbourne  
‘The Babe’   aka ‘Isak’ from Nordrach Colonie  (6) 
Honor Biggs  (2) 
Sylvia Booth 
Grace Booth 
Leslie Boucicault  (2) 
Pattie Bruford   (6) 
Lina Bryans 
Frances Burke 
Clare Burnett 
Ella Butterworth  (4) 
Rob Butterworth   (3) 
 

1906 - 1968 
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14 4/103 Miscellaneous letters – ‘C – D – E’ [One file]: 

Jane Campbell 
Violet Campbell 
Agnes Carrington 
Helena Cass 
Cindy Chambers 
Muriel Chomley 
Vernon Christie, M.P. 
Mr Clarke       ‘Ellerslie’, Mornington 
Ruth Lane Cook 
Ensign Michael H. Corgan 
Walter Cox 
‘Marion C’ 
‘Y.L.O.C.’    Dangin, W.A. 
Dickie Dickson 
Ida Dickson 
Madre Dickson 
Viola Dickson 
Doris Donaghy 
May Dunlop 
Arthur Dyke 
William H. Edgar 
Anne Elder 
Syd English 
Unknown, ‘Toni D’arenberg’? 
 

1914 - 1967 

14 4/104 Miscellaneous letters – ‘F – G – H’ [One file]: 
J. Farrar 
Brian Finemore 
‘Florence’     Wombat Park Daylesford 
Stella Ford 
Gussie Force 
Nell Force 
‘Gena’     ‘Hillside’, Somerville 
John Gillespie 
G.T. Grant 
Lindsay Gunn 
Peter Gunn 
Elizabeth Hallam 
Rev. H.G. Haslam 
Deirdre Hill 
Nan Hole 
 

1910 - 1959 
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Box 
No 
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No 
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14 4/105 Miscellaneous letters  ‘I – J – K - L’ [One file]: 

Violet Iredell 
‘Isabella’    32 Jolimont Tce 
‘Isak’    Vicarage Dve, Eastbourne, UK [Also see ‘The Babe’] 
‘Jack’   Victoria Park, Manchester, UK 
Dora James 
Marjorie Johnson 
Alice Jervois 
‘Kalora’     The Baptist Manse, Flinders St, Adelaide 
Edith Kennedy 
Laura Kenworthy 
J. Richard Lay 
‘Les’    Claremont, WA 
Betty Lammers 
 

1905 - 1957 

14 4/106 Miscellaneous letters – ‘M ’ [One file] : 
Logan McAdam 
Alan McCulloch 
Ellen McCulloch 
HM McCullough 
Alick Macgeorge   (2) 
Clarice Macgeorge 
Peter Macgeorge  (2) 
Rachel Macgeorge 
J.G. McKie 
Fiona McKillop  (3) 
Catriona McKillop 
T. Maillard   (13) 
Howard Marshall 
Winifred Marshall  (3) 
Ella R. Martin   (3) 
‘Maxie’       Aberdour  (5) 
Gwen Musgrave   (3) 
Esme Montgomerie 
Madeine Morrow  (2) 
Les Macgeorge??  Uganda 
One unidentified  

1905 - 1962 
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14 4/107 Miscellaneous letters – ‘N – O - P – Q - R ’ [One file]: 

 ‘Nannie’ aka Frances Sater, from the Purey-Cust household 
A. Napier       Castle Hedingham, Essex 
RG Naylor      Sunbury 
‘Newport’ 
‘Norm’    4 Wilson St, Wodonga 
Frances Osborne 
Alice K. Peebles 
Margaret Percy 
May Perrin 
Margaret Pestell 
Oliver Peters 
‘Phillis and Hugh’   Woodford Wells, UK 
Norman Waldo Plunkett 
Arthur Purey-Cust, The Dean of York 
Laura Quarry 
‘Queenie’    ‘Airlie’, St Kilda Rd 
Lucille M Quinlan 
Albert Rawlinson 
Robert Reid 
Sydney Reid 
Agnes Ritchie 
Jack C Robinson 
‘Roland’    ‘Ooma’, Grenfell 
 

 

14 4/108 Miscellaneous letters – ‘S’ [One file]: 
Minnie Sage 
Mysie Sargent (2) 
Eric Serman 
N? A Scott 
Francis Scott  (2) 
John W Sells 
‘Sesie’         Warragul   (2) 
Richard Shotton 
‘Chyria’ Mabel Simpson   (8) 
Staniforth Smith 
Ivy Snowdrop  (4) 
Eveline Syme 
‘RWS’ 
One unidentified correspondent 
 

1906 - 1960 
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No 
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14 4/109 Miscellaneous letters – ‘T’ [One file]: 

E? S. Taylor    74 Toorak Rd, Camberwell 
S. Teares  
Florence Tetley 
Katie Tetley 
Knox Thomson 
Ada Trewearne 
John Trewearne 
Maud Turnbull 
Bob Tomkins 
 

1905 1969 

14 4/110 Miscellaneous letters – ‘V – W’ [One file]: 
Anne Vannock? 
Victoria League, London 
G.T. Walker 
E. Walker 
Eveline Walsh 
Dr Otto Walther 
Norman Watts 
Jean Welsford 
A.B. White     Holy Trinity, East Melbourne 
Ada White 
Lucy White 
Helen White 
Walter Williams 
C. Wilson 
George R. Woodward 
‘G.J.W’    with the AIF, 1917 
One unidentified correspondent 

1919 1955 

 4/111 May Macgeorge : inwards correspondence received 
after Norman’s death. 
4 letters re Norman’s art 
 

1956 - 1966 

 4/112 May Macgeorge : miscellaneous inwards business 
correspondence 
13 letters, most relating to repairs and maintenance of 
‘Fairy Hills’. 

1914 - 1962 

    
14 4/113 May Macgeorge, inwards correspondence from 

unidentified correspondents  
 

14     4/114 3 letters from unidentified correspondent, George Harrison, 
to his wife, Susan 

1869 - 1880 

14 4/115 Miscellaneous postcards   
    
15 4/116 Unsorted Christmas cards: 

Incl large card with music score from James and Louise 
Dyer of The Lyrebird Press. 

c.1896 - 1970 
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No 
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16 5 
5/1 

CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 
Note Newsletters and membership cards from clubs and 
societies that Norman and May Macgeorge belonged to. 
These incl: 
The Animal Welfare League of Victoria 
The Bird Observers’ Club 
The Classical Association of Victoria 
The English Speaking Union 
The Genealogical Society of Victoria 
The National Trust of Australia 
The Royal Commonwealth Society 
The Victoria League of Commonwealth Friendship in 
Victoria 
Yarra Valley Conservation League 
 

1931 - 1970 

16, 18 
 

6 HEPBURN FAMILY AND SMEATON 
Note: Material relating to the Hepburn family and to their 
home, Smeaton House, at Smeaton. See also photographs 
for photos of Hepburn family members and their homes. 

1909 - 1968 

    
16 6/1 Three booklets and a National Trust newsletter on the local 

history of Smeaton district and the Hepburn family; four 
letters to May Macgeorge and newscuttings re Smeaton 
House and a reproduction of a watercolour of Smeaton 
House.  
 

1932 – 1966  
(letters) 

16 6/2 Newscuttings  re May Macgeorge,  Hepburn or Purey-Cust 
families 

c.1903 – c.1948 

18 6/3 Family Bible, belonging to George Stuart Hepburn and incl 
handwritten annotations of family births, deaths and 
marriages from 1800 – 1911. (Published by Oxford 
University Press, 1864) 

 

    
5 & 
28 

7 MISCELLANEOUS DOCUMENTS & EPHEMERA 1868 - 1971 

5 7/1 Harriet Hepburn’s will 1923 
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5 7/2 Births, deaths and marriages : Baptism certificates for 

May, George and John Hepburn; Confirmation card for 
May Hepburn; marriage certificates for George and Harriet 
Hepburn and for Norman and May Macgeorge; passport 
for Norman and May Macgeorge; will of Norman 
Macgeorge    

1868 - 1952 

5 7/3 May Macgeorge : Pharmaceutical prescriptions 
Incl surgeon’s receipt 

1906 – 1910 
1938 

5 7/4 Miscellaneous papers of George S. Hepburn, incl sketches, 
letter to unidentified recipient, postcards, two pocket 
diaries (1902) and birthday book 

 

5 7/5 Re May Macgeorge’s war-time work. 
[May Macgeorge was involved in knitting for soldiers 
during WW2.]  
Letters, knitting patterns & ephemera 

c.1944 

5 7/6 Invitations, ship’s menu, wedding guest and present list 
from the Purey-Cust-Hepburn wedding, gift cards between 
Norman and May, lists of plants and shrubs (planted at 
‘Fairy Hill’?), Macgeorge guest list, recipe, fragment of 
verse, sermon sheets incl one from York Minster, religious 
pamphlets, list of dog breeders, letter-head note-paper. 

c.1895 – c.1966 

5 7/7 Taped interview with Peggy Purey-Cust [& unidentified 
female interviewer] taken at ‘Fairy Hills’, Ivanhoe. 
2 copies: one reel-to-reel and one cassette tape 

c. 1971 

28 7/8 Certificate from London Institute of Mining and 
Metallurgy certifying that George Stanley Hepburn is an 
Associate of the Institute 

1 Feb 1915 

    
16 & 
17 

8 ARTEFACTS  

16  Writing compendium  
Cherry red leather portable compendium containing bone 
letter opener, gold initials ‘JSH’ [John Stuart Hepburn?] 
stamped on front. 

nd 

    
16  Children’s games 

Cigar box containing miniature games for children: jacks, 
draughts, pinball, pencil case, sewing kit, a jumping jack, 
number puzzle; also badge for ‘The Old Melburnians’ and 
small gold medal awarded to George Stanley Hepburn in 
1900. [May include childhood games belonging to either of 
the Macgeorges – some are Victorian, others from the 
1950s and 1960s - and possibly kept to entertain visiting 
children].  

 

    
16  Carved handle  

Carved wooden handle of a dog’s head belonging to a 
walking stick or umbrella 
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17  Norman Macgeorge’s art equipment.  

Contains tubes of watercolour paint, sticks of modeling 
plasticene, a box of chalk, a small bottle of linseed oil, five 
small pots of paint (all items dried out), paint brushes, a 
wooden French curve and a brass polygraph. 

 

    
Trunk  Metal and wooden objects (12 objects) 

[Note  Some or all of these objects may have been 
ornaments or fittings from ‘Fairy Hills’. They have been 
left in their original housing, a small wooden trunk].  
Brass Chinese-style ash-tray 
Brass elephant’s head door-knocker (?) 
Flat brass disc with Chinese inscription, possibly pot stand 
Copper door bell 
Brass ornamental door handle 
Small brass bell with Chinese figurine 
Brass eagle ornament or fixture from unknown object 
Brass dragon  ornament or fixture from unknown object 
Iron horseshoe 
Small semi-circular brass fitting from hearth stand 
Small wooden frame 
Small carved wooden book-holder 
 

 

    
16 9 SCRAPBOOK  
 9/1 Green leather album compiled by Harriet Wheatley. 

Contains verse, autographs, pasted-in photographs, some 
original but mostly copies of paintings and sketches. 
Includes a photograph of the Brighton Rifle Co., 1861. 

>1860 

    
19 10 ILLUSTRATIONS 

Note: These are prints of paintings (mainly) but also of 
furniture and architecture that Norman Macgeorge 
compiled, often to illustrate his lectures on art history. 
Some are photographic and bromide prints, others are 
prints from books and art magazines. Also includes 
bromide prints of ballet dancers that illustrated his book, 
“Borovansky ballet.” 
 [One box] 

 

20 11 THEATRE PROGRAMMES 1920s – 1960s 
  Theatre programmes from Melbourne, and some London, 

theatres. Incl ballet, music and plays.  
 

    
21 & 
22 

12 GUIDEBOOKS, MAPS AND POSTCARDS  

E:\UMArchives\Lists(L-O)\Macgeorge, Norman (75~111 to 95~31).doc 
Version 26 July 2006 

22



Collection: Norman Macgeorge    Accession: 75/111 
 
Box 
No 

Series 
No 

Description Dates 

 
  Mainly from Britain and Europe, compiled during the 

Macgeorge’s trip in 1930 and May Macgeorge’s trip in 
1953. 

c.1930 – c.1953 

    
27-28 13 ARTWORKS 

 
Dates generally 
unknown 

27  Presumably Norman Macgeorge : small sketchbook 
containing pencil sketches and some watercolours; dark 
board covers. [Boxed] 

 

27  Presumably May Macgeorge : small sketchbook containing 
pencil sketches of animals; brown clothboard cover. 
[Boxed] 

 

27  May Macgeorge  : 3 small sketchbooks containing pencil 
sketches (signing as May Hepburn); cream linen covers. 
[Boxed] 

c.1901 

    
28  Presumably Norman Macgeorge : oil painting on 3-ply 

board of boy’s head and shoulders. 
 

28  Presumably Norman Macgeorge : watercolour poster 
advertising a fête at ‘Fairy Hills’. Unfinished. 

 

28  Norman Macgeorge : 5 watercolours of ballet scenes and 
one Christmas card design, on cardboard 

c.1949 

28  Norman Macgeorge : One watercolour of a ballet dancer, 
on paper 

 

28  Norman Macgeorge : 2 small watercolours of landscapes 
and one pencil sketch of dog, on paper 

 

28  Presumably Norman Macgeorge : 27 pencil sketches to 
illustrate the design of The Arts in Australia, on cardboard 

c. 1949 

28  Presumably Norman Macgeorge :17 watercolours of 
various subjects incl designs for Christmas cards; 15 on 
paper, one on board 

 

28  Presumably Norman Macgeorge : 12 pencil and pastel 
sketches of various subjects, on paper 

 

28  Presumably Norman Macgeorge : small sketchbook; pencil 
sketches on several pages only; green covers 

 

28  Miscellaneous artworks on 52 sheets of paper, mainly 
pencil sketches, several unfinished small watercolours and 
pastels. Some may be by Norman Macgeorge  

 

28  Linocut card titled ‘On our selection’ by Lorna Waller  
28  Oil painting of arum lilies on cardboard by unknown artist  
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29 14 FABRICS 

[Note  The fabrics are all from female garments, possibly 
belonging to May Macgeorge. They are all discoloured 
from dust and are in fair to poor condition].  
 
One silk bathrobe (?) with green, cream and crimson 
stripes. 
One cream lace camisole [very poor condition]. 
Seven separate pieces of lace [collars, cuffs and hems]. 

 

    
24-26 15 PUBLICATIONS  
24  Books by Norman Macgeorge  

The Borovansky Ballet in Australia and New Zealand 
(Melbourne, 1946) 
The arts in Australia (Melbourne, 1948) 
 

 

25-26  Books collected by Norman and May  Macgeorge  
incl Janet Cumbrae Stewart, The Pastels of Cumbrae 
Stewart (Melbourne, c.1920) 

 

    
24 16 EXHIBITION CATALOGUES  
 16/1 Catalogues from Melbourne art shows 1920s – 1960s 
    
PC 
Set 10 
Dr 15 
 

17 
17/1 & 
17/2 
 
 
17/3 
 
17/4 
 
17/5 

PLANS : Fairy Hills (Five) 
Two architectural plans by Harold Desbrowe Annear of 
‘Fairy Hills’ [both show floor plans and elevations but are 
slightly variant]. 
 
One garden plan by Blamire Young of ‘Fairy Hills’. 
 
One plan of ‘proposed additions at Darebin’. 
 
One blueprint of a proposed heating and air-conditioning 
installation to ‘Fairy Hills’. 

 
c.1911 
 
 
 
1911 
 
1938 
 
1938 

    
30 18 GLASS SLIDES 

101  2¼ x 2¼" glass slides of artworks 
[Note Slides are of works of art, incl all styles from all 
periods, compiled by Norman Macgeorge to illustrate his 
lectures]. 

 

23 19 PHOTOGRAPHS  see list below 
[Note Except for one box of unidentified photos [box 17]  
the photos are housed in Photograph collection]. 

 

    
 
 
                   PHOTOGRAPHS  
Nos:  Note  Except for unidentified photos, the photographs  
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have been integrated into the Photograph collections.  

BWP/12,001 -
BWP/12,103 

 Macgeorge and Hepburn families, May Macgeorge 
and Norman Macgeorge: 

 

    
BWP/12,001  Alex and Rachael Macgeorge, parents of Norman 

Macgeorge  
 

BWP/12,002  Studio portrait of Mrs Rachael Macgeorge   
BWP/12,003 – 
116, 071 - 73 
 

 Studio portraits of May Hepburn as an infant, child and 
young woman. In nos BWP/12,105, 107 & 109, her twin 
brother, George Stanley Hepburn, is also pictured. 

c. 1884 -
1908  

    
BWP/12,017 – 
023, 031 - 049 

 Informal photos of May Hepburn as a young woman in 
various settings incl in family groups, classmates and 
[BWP/12,044 – 047] with fellow patients at the Nordrach 
Colonie TB clinic in Germany.  

 

BWP/12,024 - 026  Studio portraits of George Stuart Hepburn, father of May 
Macgeorge  [2 copies of BWP/12,024] 

 

BWP/12,027 – 030  ‘Koorootang’ homestead, Mornington, May Hepburn’s 
family home 

 

BWP/12,050  Unidentified man [Norman Macgeorge?]  
BWP/12,051 – 070  Informal photos of May Macgeorge, in various settings 

incl ‘Fairyhills’, Ivanhoe and ‘Hollyside’, London. 
Several photos incl Norman Macgeorge and Elaine 
Hepburn and unidentified others. 

 

BWP/12,074 - 079  Three studio portraits of May Macgeorge [2 copies of 
each] 

 

BWP/12,081  Norman Macgeorge as a child with his parents and 
brothers 

 

BWP/12,080, 082 
– 083, 088 - 093 

 Studio portraits of Norman Macgeorge as a young child, 
a boy and an adult 

 

BWP/12,084 – 087  Informal photos of Norman Macgeorge [2 copies of 086], 
one incl Gretta Affleck 

 

BWP/12,096 - 103  Informal photos of Norman and May Macgeorge and 
George Stanley Hepburn in Sicily 

1930 

    
BWP/12,104 –  
BWP/12,255 

 Hepburn family:  

    
BWP/12,104  Captain John Stuart Hepburn [1800-1860], pioneer of 

Smeaton 
 

BWP/12,105 – 106  Eliza Hepburn [nee Combes, d.1869], wife of Capt. JS 
Hepburn [2 copies] 

 

BWP/12,107  Eliza Hepburn and daughters, Mary and Helen (‘Nell’)  
BWP/12,108  Plaque in Castlemaine marking spot where Capt. 

Hepburn camped.  
 

BWP/12,109 – 110  Nell Hepburn, aunt of May Macgeorge   
BWP/12,111 – 112  Smeaton House  
BWP/12,113 – 115  Unidentified [2 ladies at Smeaton House?]  
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BWP/12,116 – 117  Norman and May Macgeorge (and unidentified others) at 

gravesite of John Stuart Hepburn & Eliza Hepburn [2 
copies] 

 

BWP/12,118 – 119  Unidentified  
BWP/12,120 – 127  Graves and tombstone of George Stuart Hepburn [d. 

c.1902] and of his son, John Stuart Hepburn [d. 1911] 
 

BWP/12,128 – 141  Mrs Harriet Hepburn [nee Wheatley], mother of May 
Macgeorge  

 

BWP/12,142 – 151  John Stuart Hepburn, brother of May Macgeorge   
BWP/12,152 – 153  Graves and tombstone of John Stuart Hepburn & Eliza 

Hepburn 
 

BWP/12,154 –160  Elaine Hepburn, sister of May Macgeorge. Incl 2 photos 
(BWP/12,157 & 158) taken outside ‘Fairy Hills’. 

 

BWP/12,161  George Stanley Hepburn and May Hepburn  
BWP/12,162 -168  George Stanley Hepburn, brother of May Macgeorge   
BWP/12,169  George Stanley Hepburn in Melbourne Grammar School 

group portrait of football champions, 1900 
 

BWP/12,170 – 179  Studio portraits of Capt. George Stanley Hepburn in 
uniform 

 

BWP/12,180 – 201  George Stanley Hepburn in various settings, incl with 
unidentified others 

 

BWP/12,202  Alice and Herbert Purey-Cust and unidentified male  
BWP/12,203   ‘Hollyside’, Highgate, London; home of the Purey-Cust 

family 
 

BWP/12,204 – 209  Alice and Herbert Purey-Cust with unidentified others at 
‘Hollyside’ 

 

BWP/12,210 – 215  George Stanley Hepburn in various settings, incl with 
unidentified others 

 

BWP/12,216 – 217  Grave and tombstone of George Stanley Hepburn   
BWP/12,218 – 255  Scenes of landscapes, villages and people in West Africa 

(Nigeria and Cameroon) taken by George Stanley 
Hepburn. Some are annotated on reverse. 

c.1920s –
c.1937 

    
BWP/12,256 – 
369 

 ‘Fairy Hills”, Norman and May, Lilian Rawlinson  

BWP/12,256 – 
266, 280, 320  

 Exterior views of ‘Fairyhills’, Ivanhoe, the home of 
Norman and May Macgeorge  

 

BWP/12,267 & 
281 

 Fireplace in ‘Fairyhills’   

BWP/12,268 – 
276, 294 

 May Macgeorge, alone and/or with dogs and horse in 
garden of ‘Fairyhills’  

 

BWP/12,277, 282    Norman and May Macgeorge in garden of ‘Fairyhills’   
BWP/12,278  May Macgeorge and Elaine Hepburn in garden of 

‘Fairyhills’  
 

BWP/12,279, 285 
– 287, 289 

 Norman Macgeorge in garden of ‘Fairyhills’, incl with 
dog, ‘Spade’ 

 

BWP/12,283  Unidentified women [at ‘Fairyhills’ ?]  
BWP/12,284  Mary Cecil Allen  
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BWP/12,288  Norman and May Macgeorge and unidentified woman in 

garden of ‘Fairyhills’  
 

BWP/12,290  Unidentified children and dogs in garden of ‘Fairyhills’   
BWP/12,291  Elaine Hepburn in garden of ‘Fairyhills’   
BWP/12,292 – 293  Dogs [and May Macgeorge?] in garden of ‘Fairyhills’   
BWP/12,295 – 296  Unidentified women in garden of ‘Fairyhills’   
BWP/12,297  Spade, the dog, in garden of ‘Fairyhills’   
    
BWP/12,298 – 
310, 315 – 319, 
321 – 324 

 Scenes of Darebin Creek, below ‘Fairyhills’, some show 
Norman and May Macgeorge and unidentified others on 
the Macgeorges’ punt.  

 

BWP/12,311  May Macgeorge in a jinker  
BWP/12,312 – 314  Lucerne Farm, on the other side of Darebin Creek from 

‘Fairyhills’  [demolished in the 1960s] 
 

BWP/12,325 – 342 
&  349 

 Studio portraits of Lilian Rawlinson, nee Devlin, cousin 
of May Macgeorge  

 

BWP/12,343 – 346  Lilian Rawlinson, playing golf and in a wheelchair  
BWP/12,347 – 348  Lilian Rawlinson’s car incl its conversion into an 

ambulance 
 

BWP/12,350 – 351  Albert Rawlinson, husband of Lilian  
BWP/12,352 – 354  Studio portraits of Mrs Adolph Devlin, nee Mary 

Hepburn, daughter of Capt. John S. Hepburn and mother 
of Lilian Rawlinson 

 

BWP/12,355  Henry ? Hepburn  
BWP/12,356  Col. Robert Maillard, husband of Jane Hepburn  
BWP/12,357  Mary G. Smith  
BWP/12,358     Unidentified group [Hepburns?]  
BWP/12,359  ‘Les Chênes’, Lilian Rawlinson’s home in the south of 

France 
 

BWP/12,360  Helen Walsh, nee Hepburn, daughter of Capt. John S. 
Hepburn 

 

BWP/12,361 – 362  W.P. Wheatley, b. 1816, presumably father of Harriet 
Wheatley and grand-father of May Macgeorge  

 

BWP/12,363  Ella Butterworth  
BWP/12,364  Bertie Butterworth 1891 
BWP/12,365   Ella  and Rob Butterworth  
BWP/12,366 – 368  Stephen Howard c. 1920 
BWP/12,369  Tom Wheatley 1914 
    
BWP/12,370– 
BWP/12,464 

 The Purey-Cust family:  

BWP/12,370 – 391  Studio portraits of Alice Purey-Cust, nee Hepburn, sister 
of May Macgeorge   

 

BWP/12,392 – 
400,  419 

 Studio portraits of Admiral Herbert Purey-Cust , husband 
of Alice Purey-Cust, brother-in-law of May Macgeorge  

 

BWP/12,401, 403 - 
406 

 Informal photos of Admiral Herbert Purey-Cust   
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Collection: Norman Macgeorge    Accession: 75/111 
 
Box 
No 

Series 
No 

Description Dates 

 
BWP/12,408  Wedding party at marriage of Alice Hepburn to Herbert 

Purey-Cust (in unidentified Australian setting) 
1895 

BWP/12,407, 
409 – 418 

 Formal studio portraits of the Purey-Cust family - 
Herbert and Alice Purey-Cust and their children, Arthur 
John (‘Jack’) and Marjorie (‘Peggy’), taken either in 
foursomes, threesome or pairs 

 

BWP/12,420 - 452  Informal scenes of  Purey-Cust family members  and 
unidentified others in different settings incl at home and 
on holiday in France and Switzerland 

c.1910 – 
1948 

BWP/12,453 – 464 
 

 Formal and informal photos of Arthur Perceval Purey-
Cust (1828-1916), the Dean of York, and Lady Emma 
Purey-Cust, parents of Admiral Herbert Purey-Cust, 
alone, together and with Alice, Herbert and Peggy Purey-
Cust 
 

 

BWP/12,461  Rectory of York Minster  
 
 

   

BWP/12,465 – 
BWP/12,573 

 Jack and Peggy Purey-Cust: 1898 -  

BWP/12,465 –468, 
470 & 472 – 473, 
474, 483- 493 

 Studio portraits of Jack Purey-Cust as an infant and 
young child 

1898 – c. 
1905 

BWP/12,469, 471, 
475 – 482, 494 – 
501, 503, 504, 505 

 Informal photos of Jack Purey-Cust as a young child and 
a youth, in various settings incl with his grand-mother, 
Harriet Hepburn, 

1898 – c. 
1917 

BWP/12,502 –& 
506 - 511 

 Studio portraits of Jack Purey-Cust as a young 
midshipman 

c. 1912 -
1917  

BWP/12,512 – 
523, 533, 544 - 
447 

 Studio portraits of Peggy Purey-Cust as an infant, child 
and young woman 

1906 - 
1924 

BWP/12,524 – 
532, 534 – 543, 
548 – 570, 572 & 
573 

 Informal photos of Peggy Purey-Cust as an infant, child 
and adult, in various settings incl on skiing holidays in 
Europe 

c.1907 – 
c. 1960 

BWP/12,571  Arundel House, Greyshot, Surrey, UK, birthplace of 
Peggy Purey-Cust. 

 

    
OSBA 213 - 236  Oversize photographs: 

 
 

OSBA 213  Norman and May Macgeorge, their dog and unidentified 
woman punting (on Darebin Creek?)  [2 copies] 

 

OSBA 214  As per OSBA 213  
OSBA 215 - 217  Studio portraits of Alice Purey-Cust as a young woman  
OSBA 218 - 224  Studio portraits of Lilian Devlin  
OSBA 225 - 227  Studio portraits of Mrs Adolph Devlin, nee Mary 

Hepburn 
 

OSBA 228   Plaque commemorating Arthur John Purey-Cust   
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Collection: Norman Macgeorge    Accession: 75/111 
 
Box 
No 

Series 
No 

Description Dates 

 
OSBA 229   Studio portrait of unidentified woman (May 

Macgeorge?) 
 

OSBA 230 – 233  Studio portraits of unidentified women  
OSBA 234 – 235  Studio portraits of unidentified men  
OSBA 236  Cadets’ military drill at Melbourne Grammar School 

(Incl George Stanley Hepburn?) 
c.1900 

OSBA 237  Portrait of Melbourne Church of England Grammar 
School Football Premiers 1900, incl George Stanley 
Hepburn  

1900 

    
PA 56 - 63  Photograph albums: 

Note The albums contain small black and white informal 
photographs. The quality is often poor and many of the 
photos have faded. 

 

PA 56  The Purey-Cust family’s holidays in Switzerland  
PA 57  Peggy Purey-Cust in Hawnby, Yorkshire  [Some pages 

empty] 
1908 

PA 58  The  Purey-Cust family in Hawnby, Yorkshire    
PA 59  Scenes of the Blue Mountains, NSW, incl a group of 

young women (is one May Macgeorge?) 
c.1890s 

PA 60  The Hepburn family in groups incl Herbert, Alice and 
Jack Purey-Cust; Smeaton House and Koorootang 
homestead; the Dean of York and family [Some 
captions] 

1898 – 
1900 

PA 61  Scenes of  people, villages and landscapes in Cameroon,  
West Africa (presumably taken by George Stanley 
Hepburn)  [Some captions] 

1913 – 
1914 

PA 62  Mostly unidentified people and scenes but some depict 
May Hepburn, George Stanley Hepburn, Jack Purey-Cust 
and Smeaton House [Some pages empty] 

 

PA 63  Mostly unidentified people and places, at least one 
depicts May Hepburn aboard a ship [Most pages are 
empty, some photos loose]. 

 

    
  Black and white negatives  
23  Unidentified and miscellaneous photographs 

Note  These photos have not been processed into albums 
like the identified photos have been. Rather, they have 
been sorted into subject and size and placed in envelopes. 

 

    
23  People - snapshots  
23  People – cartes de visite  
23  People – studio portraits 1  
23  People – studio portraits 2  
23  People – studio portraits 3  
23  Places  
23  Animals  
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Collection: Norman Macgeorge    Accession: 75/111 
 
Box 
No 

Series 
No 

Description Dates 

 
  E N D  
 
Appendix 1 
The Hepburn family 
Capt. John Stuart Hepburn (grand-father of May Macgeorge )1800 – 1860 
Eliza Hepburn [nee Combes], wife of Capt. J.S. Hepburn c.1805 – 1864 
 
George Stuart Hepburn, son of the above and father of May 1838 - 1903 
Harriet Hepburn  [nee Wheatley], husband of GS Hepburn, mother of May d. 1923 
 
John Stuart Hepburn, oldest brother of May 1867 - 1911    
Elaine Hepburn  1875 – 1957 
Alice Purey-Cust   1871 - 1948? 
George Stanley Hepburn  1882 – 1937 
May Macgeorge 1882 – 1970 
 
Herbert Purey-Cust  d. 1938 
Jack Purey-Cust  1897 – 1907 
Peg Purey-Cust  1905 - ? 
Rachel Macgeorge 
Norman Macgeorge 1875 - 1952 
 
Appendix 2  
Item list of George Stanley Hepburn correspondence done by Cecily Close 
 
Appendix 3  
File of captions from 2001 exhibition, Norman Macgeorge : man of art,  curated by John 
Pigot.
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	Publications
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	Plans [housed in Plan cabinets – set 10, drawer 15]
	Glass slides
	Photographs  [housed with Photograph collections]
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	Printing blocks  [to be deaccessioned] L10/7 & L70/54
	NORMAN MACGEORGE’S ART
	Notes from overseas travel. 
	Reminiscences. 
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	Invoices and receipts   
	Invoices and receipts   
	Invoices and receipts   
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	Accounts book of daily expenditures
	Re ‘Rotherwood’, Ivanhoe: correspondence and inventory of furniture and household goods. [Note:  The Macgeorges rented  ‘Rotherwood’ while their own house was being built].
	Travel receipts and ephemera from the Macgeorge’s trip to England and Europe
	May Macgeorge : cheque and bank books 
	May Macgeorge : cheque book stubs
	May Macgeorge : cheque book stubs
	May Macgeorge : cheque book stubs
	Investments And Legacies 
	Norman Macgeorge : income statements on rental properties. Incomplete.  
	May Macgeorge : income statements on rental properties.
	Elaine Hepburn : income statements on rental properties.
	Norman and May Macgeorge, and Elaine Hepburn : income statements on rental properties.
	May Macgeorge : Income statements from Perpetual Trustees
	May Macgeorge : Account statements from the National Bank of Australasia
	Hepburn family : Income statements from Perpetual Trustees
	Annual investment statements from Perpetual Trustees for May Macgeorge, the estate of JS Hepburn and Peggy Purey-Cust
	May Macgeorge : Solicitors’ letters and accounts re legacies from the estates of Jane Maillard and Robert Hepburn Butterworth
	George Stanley Hepburn’s estate. 
	George Stanley Hepburn : miscellaneous receipts, cheque books  and account book.
	Macgeorge family, Inwards and outwards : [One file] 
	One letter to Mrs Macgeorge from Julie Dyke 

	Norman Macgeorge: miscellaneous inwards correspondence [One file]:  
	Oswald Ziegler 

	May Macgeorge : Outwards correspondence: 
	May to her parents, George and Harriet Hepburn: 
	8 letters (and one copy) and one postcard.  
	May to Elaine Hepburn:
	25 letters and 3 postcards
	May to Alice and Herbert Purey-Cust: 
	May to and from Stuart Hepburn: 
	May to Peggy Purey-Cust: 
	May Macgeorge: miscellaneous outwards [One file]:  
	May Macgeorge : Letters to newspapers: 
	N.B. May Macgeorge’s inwards correspondence listed below.
	Mrs Harriet Hepburn, inwards and outwards correspondence:
	Alice Purey-Cust to Elaine Hepburn : 
	Alice Purey-Cust to her mother, Mrs Harriet Hepburn:
	5 letters 
	19  letters and one postcard
	43 letters
	43 letters
	Alice Purey-Cust to Norman Macgeorge:
	6 letters
	One letter to Alice from Arthur Purey-Cust, Dean of York
	Arthur John (‘Jack’) Purey-Cust : Outward correspondence: 
	Herbert Purey-Cust : Outward correspondence:
	Note  Admiral Sir Herbert Edward Purey-Cust married Alice Hepburn in 1895; his father, Arthur Purey-Cust, was the Dean of York. Died 1937.
	2 letters to Mrs Harriet Hepburn 
	13 letters from HE Purey-Cust to May 
	Elaine Hepburn : Outwards correspondence:  
	Elaine Hepburn to Norman Macgeorge:
	4 letters 
	Elaine Hepburn to May Macgeorge:
	2 letters 
	5 letters 
	32 letters 
	36 letters 
	26 letters 
	19 letters 
	22 letters 
	3 letters 
	One letter 
	Elaine Hepburn, inwards and outwards correspondence with her parents:
	2 letters to Mrs Harriet Hepburn
	3 letters and one card from George and Harriet Hepburn
	Elaine Hepburn: general inwards correspondence: 
	George Stanley Hepburn : Outwards correspondence:  
	37 letters to May
	51 letters to Mrs Harriet Hepburn
	4 letters to Herbert Purey-Cust
	71 letters to Alice Purey-Cust
	7 letters to Elaine Hepburn
	5 letters to Peggy Purey-Cust
	Correspondence re the illness and death of George Stanley Hepburn. 
	37 letters of condolence to Alice Purey-Cust on the death of George S Hepburn
	Mrs Rachel Macgeorge : Inwards correspondence [One file].
	21 letters recived on the occasion of her receiving a fall and spending time in hospital. Correspondents incl her sister, Maggie, brother, John, daughter, Ethel, niece, Rachel, daughter-in-law, May Macgeorge, Mrs Harriet Hepburn and friend, Joanna Barr Smith.
	Peggy Purey-Cust : Outwards correspondence 
	Note  Marjorie ‘Peggy’ Purey-Cust was born in October 1905. She didn’t marry and after the death of her mother and aunt Elaine, she moved to Australia in 1964, living with May Macgeorge until May’s death in 1970. She returned to England in 1971. [Year sent taken from envelope and pencilled in by archivist].
	One letter to Mrs Harriet Hepburn 
	49 letters and one postcard from Peggy Purey-Cust   
	Peggy Purey-Cust : Inwards correspondence 
	Miscellaneous correspondence received by Peggy Purey-Cust during her period in Australia. 
	Miscellaneous correspondence received by Alice Purey-Cust. [One file]
	May Macgeorge’s inwards correspondence: 
	27 letters from Joanna Barr Smith
	15 letters and 5 postcards from August v. Schulthess
	14 letters and one postcard from Celeste White
	11 letters to May from her aunts and uncle
	Letters re domestic help
	May Macgeorge: General inwards correspondence 
	Miscellaneous letters ‘A – B’  [One file]: 
	Miscellaneous letters – ‘C – D – E’ [One file]: 
	Miscellaneous letters – ‘F – G – H’ [One file]: 
	Brian Finemore 
	Miscellaneous letters  ‘I – J – K - L’ [One file]: 
	Violet Iredell 
	Miscellaneous letters – ‘M ’ [One file] : 
	Logan McAdam 
	Miscellaneous letters – ‘N – O - P – Q - R ’ [One file]: 
	Norman Waldo Plunkett 
	Miscellaneous letters – ‘S’ [One file]: 
	Miscellaneous letters – ‘T’ [One file]: 
	Miscellaneous letters – ‘V – W’ [One file]: 
	May Macgeorge : inwards correspondence received after Norman’s death. 
	May Macgeorge : miscellaneous inwards business correspondence 
	May Macgeorge, inwards correspondence from unidentified correspondents 
	3 letters from unidentified correspondent, George Harrison, to his wife, Susan
	Miscellaneous postcards 
	Unsorted Christmas cards: 
	 
	CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 
	HEPBURN FAMILY AND SMEATON 
	Three booklets and a National Trust newsletter on the local history of Smeaton district and the Hepburn family; four letters to May Macgeorge and newscuttings re Smeaton House and a reproduction of a watercolour of Smeaton House.  
	Family Bible, belonging to George Stuart Hepburn and incl handwritten annotations of family births, deaths and marriages from 1800 – 1911. (Published by Oxford University Press, 1864)
	MISCELLANEOUS DOCUMENTS & EPHEMERA
	Harriet Hepburn’s will
	Births, deaths and marriages : Baptism certificates for May, George and John Hepburn; Confirmation card for May Hepburn; marriage certificates for George and Harriet Hepburn and for Norman and May Macgeorge; passport for Norman and May Macgeorge; will of Norman Macgeorge   
	May Macgeorge : Pharmaceutical prescriptions 
	Incl surgeon’s receipt
	Miscellaneous papers of George S. Hepburn, incl sketches, letter to unidentified recipient, postcards, two pocket diaries (1902) and birthday book
	Re May Macgeorge’s war-time work. 
	Invitations, ship’s menu, wedding guest and present list from the Purey-Cust-Hepburn wedding, gift cards between Norman and May, lists of plants and shrubs (planted at ‘Fairy Hill’?), Macgeorge guest list, recipe, fragment of verse, sermon sheets incl one from York Minster, religious pamphlets, list of dog breeders, letter-head note-paper.
	Taped interview with Peggy Purey-Cust [& unidentified female interviewer] taken at ‘Fairy Hills’, Ivanhoe. 
	Certificate from London Institute of Mining and Metallurgy certifying that George Stanley Hepburn is an Associate of the Institute
	ARTEFACTS
	Writing compendium  
	Cherry red leather portable compendium containing bone letter opener, gold initials ‘JSH’ [John Stuart Hepburn?] stamped on front.
	Children’s games 
	Cigar box containing miniature games for children: jacks, draughts, pinball, pencil case, sewing kit, a jumping jack, number puzzle; also badge for ‘The Old Melburnians’ and small gold medal awarded to George Stanley Hepburn in 1900. [May include childhood games belonging to either of the Macgeorges – some are Victorian, others from the 1950s and 1960s - and possibly kept to entertain visiting children]. 
	Carved handle  
	Norman Macgeorge’s art equipment.  
	Contains tubes of watercolour paint, sticks of modeling plasticene, a box of chalk, a small bottle of linseed oil, five small pots of paint (all items dried out), paint brushes, a wooden French curve and a brass polygraph.
	Metal and wooden objects (12 objects) 
	SCRAPBOOK
	ILLUSTRATIONS 
	Note: These are prints of paintings (mainly) but also of furniture and architecture that Norman Macgeorge compiled, often to illustrate his lectures on art history. Some are photographic and bromide prints, others are prints from books and art magazines. Also includes bromide prints of ballet dancers that illustrated his book, “Borovansky ballet.” 
	THEATRE PROGRAMMES
	GUIDEBOOKS, MAPS AND POSTCARDS
	Mainly from Britain and Europe, compiled during the Macgeorge’s trip in 1930 and May Macgeorge’s trip in 1953.
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	Presumably Norman Macgeorge : small sketchbook containing pencil sketches and some watercolours; dark board covers. [Boxed]
	Presumably May Macgeorge : small sketchbook containing pencil sketches of animals; brown clothboard cover. [Boxed]
	May Macgeorge  : 3 small sketchbooks containing pencil sketches (signing as May Hepburn); cream linen covers. [Boxed]
	Presumably Norman Macgeorge : oil painting on 3-ply board of boy’s head and shoulders.
	Presumably Norman Macgeorge : watercolour poster advertising a fête at ‘Fairy Hills’. Unfinished.
	Norman Macgeorge : 5 watercolours of ballet scenes and one Christmas card design, on cardboard
	Norman Macgeorge : One watercolour of a ballet dancer, on paper
	Norman Macgeorge : 2 small watercolours of landscapes and one pencil sketch of dog, on paper
	Presumably Norman Macgeorge : 27 pencil sketches to illustrate the design of The Arts in Australia, on cardboard
	Presumably Norman Macgeorge :17 watercolours of various subjects incl designs for Christmas cards; 15 on paper, one on board
	Presumably Norman Macgeorge : 12 pencil and pastel sketches of various subjects, on paper
	Presumably Norman Macgeorge : small sketchbook; pencil sketches on several pages only; green covers
	Miscellaneous artworks on 52 sheets of paper, mainly pencil sketches, several unfinished small watercolours and pastels. Some may be by Norman Macgeorge 
	Linocut card titled ‘On our selection’ by Lorna Waller
	Oil painting of arum lilies on cardboard by unknown artist
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	People – studio portraits 1
	People – studio portraits 2
	People – studio portraits 3
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