
DOOKIE COLLEGE
THE UNryERSITY OF MELBOURNE

Advanced Diploma of Agriculture
Bachelor of Agriculture

EXAMINATION

PRODUCTION SYSTEMS and SKILLS I
208-tsutt3

Date 9th June 2004

Time 1.30 pm

Place your student number on all answer sheets.

All questions are short and long answer questions.

There are no multiple choice questions.

use diagrams, tables etc to support your answers were appropriate.

Answer all questions and select two topics in euestion 7. ( l0 marks per topic).

Total. 120 Marks.

write answers on exam paper in space provided or in booklet provided.

Number your answers clearly.

Exam duration 2.5 hrs (150 mins)

Exam value of semester assessment 40Vo

Questions l-12



- - - - - - - t ] I

Question 1.

Outline in progressive point form the normal milking procedure at the Dookie Dairy.
Briefly describe each point. l0 Marks.



Question 2.

Occupational, Health and Safety issues are of grave concern to the operation of the
modern farm. List and explain 5 key aspects that relate to "on farm" safety. 10 Marks.



Question 3.

Explain and describe the tasks associated with the following Shearing Shed operations.

o Shearing the sheep.
o Skirting the fleece.
o Picking up and throwing the fleece.
o Classing the wool.
o Pressing wool into bales. 10 Marks.



Question 4.

Describe the operational procedure and safety aspects for the use of a farm tractor and an
ATV. 5 Marla.



Question 5.

List and describe the procedure for the slaughter and butchery of a sheep for farm
consumption. 10 Marks.



Question 6.

List and explain 5 issues that relate to farm environment and sustainability that will
effect the long term viability of Australia's farming future. 5 Marks.



Question 7.

Choose two (2) of the following topics and using the headings provided, address the
issues that relate to that particular industry.

Topics.

o The Dairy Industry
r The Sheep Industry
o The Cropping Industry
. The Beef Cattle Industrv

Points to consider.

o Domesticsignificance.
o International marketing advantages and disadvantages.
o Environmental managementissues.
o Importance to social and cultural community issues.
o Threats to the viability of the Industry.
o Future directions.

2xl0 Marks.

NB

Answer in separate booklet provided



Question 8.

1. (a) What is phylloxera?
(b) What impact did phylloxera have on the wine industry in the late 1800s?
(c) How does phylloxera affect the affect the wine industry now?

3 Marks.

3. Describe the vineyard operations that occur in spring and early summer.
3 Marks.

4- What is the purpose of canopy management in grapevines?
2 Marks.

5. Differentiate between cane and spur pruning (you may use diagrams)
2 Marks.
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Question 9.

l. List and discuss the breeds of sheep used for meat and wool production in
Australia.

2. Discuss a preventative medicine program for sheep. 10 Marks.
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Question 10.

1. Discuss the differences in beef production systems between Northern Australia
and Southern Australia including breeds, markets, feed supply, tlpes of products and size
of production unit. 10 Marks.
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Question 11.

1. (a) Discuss the importance of the Agricultural sector on the Australian economy
over the last 50 years.

(b) Discuss two of the major issues facing the agricultural sector in Australia and
comment on what you believe the impact will be on the sector. 15 Marks.
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Question 12.

What are five factors that determine the sowing time for a crop?
5 Marks.
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